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The Griggs Cattle Co. - September 2020

 So, summer is beginning to wane. The sun is coming up later and the night air is in the 50’s more 
days than not. Our pastures are flush with thick greenary in the paddocks that the cattle left about a week 
or more.
 Hi! I’m Toby Griggs - and my wife, Pam, and I bid you good health and hope you are protecting 
yourselves against the coronavirus. Eating naturally raised and chemical free foods is one sure step in 
defense against this horrible disease. So, besides subscribing to our Summer CSA, we hope you choose 
to subscribe to our Winter CSA as well. All of us producers with the Bayfield Foods team are very thankful 
for your patronage and hope for your continued support. 
  We are The Griggs Cattle Company, located on Maple Ridge Road 10 miles South of Ashland off 
State Highway 112. We raise 100% grass-fed beef cattle on natural forages, year-round. Our cattle never 
consume any non-natural foods or substances. The little calf (pictured on the back) is a prime example, 
suckling on his mother’s teet. Isn’t he the cutest?!  Always on pasture - never confined - we keep them on 
pasture until there is not sufficient forage to nourish them. Then we bring hay bales as 



 

Bayfield Apple Co. Jam & Starlit Kitchen Granola

needed to keep them fit and healthy through the winter months. We do this daily. That also helps us know 
if they are doing well.  If there is a problem, it allows us to intervene.
 Each daily episode of feeding provides me another opportunity to realize why I decided to do this. I 
have never been one to sit behind a desk and push paper, although I do have those responsibilities -  
keeping records, paying bills & filing my taxes. In my younger years, I was a Marine Corps fighter pilot, 
flying missions in South Vietnam in 1969 and ‘70. Later I flew the AV-8A Harrier, a fighter jet that could 
take off and land vertically, the first successful jet of its kind. Now, I “pilot” a John Deere utility tractor that 
allows me to move 2 hay bales weighing 1500 pounds apiece, at the same time. A real workhorse for 
sure.
 I  got into this farming business because I love being outdoors and dealing with the challenges 
presented by Mother Nature. Whether it’s fixing a fence, moving cattle to new pasture, building a new 
front porch, or as I did this summer, deciding to build a new weighing chute into the corral system. The 
previous owner had not done that and I have been dealing with the inconvenience of renting one when 
needed. So, I just designed it and built it with the help of my part-timer worker-bee assistant. I am pleased 
to have the mindfulness to determine how to get the job done and make it happen. It’s physical work AND 
mental work at the same time, and “git-en-er dun” and “dun” right pleases me. 
 Also, we often see other wild creatures while out there - coyotes, turkeys, deer, an occasional bear, 
and the Sandhill Cranes, whose call sounds like a prehistoric creature of long ago. 
 A big “thank you”  to all of you who subscribe to our boxes. Meats of course, but also all of the 
other wonderful food we have available.  We hope you keep coming back for more.  And, anytime you 
want to come to our farm and take a look at what we do, please don’t be shy.  We would be happy to 
welcome you.  Just, please, give us a heads-up so we know you are on the way!  Enjoy the rest of your 
summer!  
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A sweet calf getting 

ready for mother’s milk.

“No, Rosie, you can’t take ‘em to Ashland beach.  
They won’t all fit and you don’t have a license.” :)A beautiful day at the 
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