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What the hay or should I say what the straw? Here

on Maple Hill Farm, in addition to our products

such as flour, soap and dryer balls, which are

available through Bayfield Foods CSA, we also

produce hay and straw. We have many customers

asking us for hay for their gardens when what

they are really after is straw. What is the

difference between hay and straw? Hay is grown

as a feed for livestock. Most hay is comprised of

various grass and legume varieties. Some of the

hay we produce is Timothy Grass hay. Timothy is a

prized feed for horses. A good portion of the hay

we produce goes to horse owners in our area. The

rest of the hay is sold to beef producers.   

Straw, on the other hand, is a very different

product. Straw is the stem and leaves of

harvested small grains such as rye and wheat. We

grow rye and wheat as a raw material for the

flours we produce on the farm. Our granary

houses a flour mill which uses granite mill stones

to produce the high-quality flours we produce.

The 150-pound batches of flour we produce are

carefully ground with an eye on keeping the

grinding temperature low. The milling process

produces heat from the grind of grains against

the mill stones.  Many commercial flours reach

higher temperatures during milling which affects

the quality of the flour. 
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A field of rye at Maple Hill.



 

Back to the straw. As I harvest grain with our

combine, the dry plant stems, which is now

classified as straw, drops to the ground. Once

the grain is removed and safely stored in our

granary, I return to the field to rake the straw

in preparation for baling. This year a farmer

friend and neighbor assisted in the baling

process. After many mechanical issues with

the baler, we got it working well and baled all

the straw. Once baled, it was stored in my

barn hay loft. Straw is a popular product for

many home-gardeners. Whether it is used for

straw bale gardens or mulch to control weeds,

it is a very useful farm product. The best part

is that once it begins to decay, it enriches the

soil. Straw is also an excellent bedding

material for livestock. When we raised hogs,

we bedded them with straw, providing them a

nice area to sleep.  

We still have some straw left to sell, so if you

are in the Washburn area, give us a call and

we can provide you with some very clean rye

straw. 

German Potato Salad 

Combining a field of rye.

1 lb. bacon
2 onions
6-8 medium
potatoes, peeled &
cooked
1 c. sugar
1 c. apple cider
vinegar
1 c. water
1 T. cornstarch

 
 

 
Slice potatoes.
 Dice bacon and onion and fry until
crisp.
 Stir cornstarch into bacon grease,
mix well.
 Add sugar, water and vinegar into
cornstarch mixture.  Heat & mix
until thick.
 Stir in potatoes, simmer about 30
minutes and serve.

INSTRUCTIONS:
 

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

 

INGREDIENTS:

Maple Hill Farm straw - the final product.

- From the kitchen of Tom & Connie Cogger - 

"Potato salad is one of our family favorites.  

This recipe has been in our family for years."

-Tom Cogger


