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            Hello from Maple Hill Farm!  If you are a winter sports enthusiast, this will be a winter to be long
remembered. Winter on the farm is devoted to getting ready for the coming spring. January and February
are the time to get the seed orders in. Planting begins for us in February. We plant our tomato and
pepper plants in seed trays and germinate them in our plant propagation area. The seedlings are then
transplanted into larger pots and grown under lights indoors until May, at which time they are
transplanted into our greenhouse. Generally we can start picking some peppers and tomatoes by early
August. The Thanksgiving blizzard dropped 31 inches of snow on and existing snow cover of 8 inches.
We had a seven foot drift on the windward side of our greenhouse and 3-4 feet of snow sitting on top of
it. The heavy snow caused about half the metal bows to sag. When the snow melts this spring, we will be
us busy repairing the damage.
             Much of the winter is spent in our heated farm shop maintaining and repairing equipment needed
to grow crops. We raise a number of small grains and mill it into flour on farm. Many of you have tried our
whole wheat and rye flour as well as our pancake mix. It takes tractors and many types of implements to
raise grain for milling and feed. In the winter, you will find me doing a major overhaul on a tractor,
building a new potato hiller/ cultivator, replacing wheel bearings, rebuilding a hydraulic cylinder….you
name it. If is broken, we can fix it.
              Another thing about farms is that they are always changing. For about 20 years before Bayfield
Foods was formed, we raised about 200 hogs a year from farrow to finished butcher hogs. Since the
beginning of Bayfield Foods, we have supplied the majority of the pastured pork you have enjoyed. Late
last year we decided to retire from the hog business and focus on producing flour, growing peppers,




